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Two Tawa Men’s Shed Committee Members
Receive Tawa Community Civic Award

Gary Beecroft with MP Barbara Edmonds and TCB Chair Jill Day left

On Thursday the 12t this month Gary Beecroft (Chair) and Richard Herbert
(Committee) were presented with certificates of appreciation in the Heritage
and Environment category, acknowledging their contribution to the
community of Tawa.

@Gary for his work with the Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves, MenzShed,
Commun in Education in woodwork, and Tawa Rugby Football Club.
®Richard for his work with Probus, Rotary, U3A, Friends of Tawa Bush
Reserves, MenzShed, and Historical Society.

About 40 awards were presented by Jill Day Chair of the Tawa Community
Board and local MP Barbara Edmonds.

Richard Herbert Center middle row




New MZT Equipment
The M-25 Chisel Mortice and Stand

A new Mortice was required at our shed. Andre got the funding, and Graeme,
Jack, and Gary purchased this heavy-duty chisel mortice for our shed. It
handles up to 25mm in softwood and 19mm of hardwood.

It features a cast iron frame and a fabricated steel stand. A single handwheel
controls both longitudinal and lateral table movements, eliminating table
“skewing,” (see diagram below). The material clamp adjusts for various
workpiece widths, while the multi-position down-feed lever ensures
comfortable operation with optimal leverage.

A gas strut in the rear column enables smooth headstock travel
and allows “parking” at any position. The large cast iron table
includes a tall rear fence, and an adjustable depth stop for
consistent accuracy. It design is for a busy workshop like ours.
Main Features

Mortice capacity: 25mm chisel in softwood & 19mm chisel

in hardwood

160mm timber width capacity

125mm head stroke

Some challenges to overcome.

1 Location
We have decided to put it at the back right-hand corner of the shed; west of the laths. This will
require a small clean-up of that area and transport of some materials to the Containers outside.

2. Weight
The Mortice weighs 140 kg, so not easy to move around.
Solution: We purchase an MBW-2 - Mobile Base with a 227kg Load Capauty The base has 140
parts, and assembly is underway. s

3. Maintenance.
For a long life the Mortice needs oiled and cleaned regularly, and access is from the back (which wil|
be against the wall). But at least the stand will help us haul it round the shed.
4. Dust Extraction
Dust extraction is not an issue, as the Mortice creates wood chips like a large drill, so sweeping
them up and putting them in the bin, is the only issues here.
5. Training
Once the Mortice is set up at its permanent site, a training course will be held for all supervisors,
who will then be able to train any members using the equipment. A suitable date will be ar-
ranged, diagrams, descriptive training materials and video URL for YouTube will be supplied.
6. Timing.

Not so sure but probably end of July, or August Supervisors meeting.




WOODWORK Two Classes Each with Eight Sessions at the
Tawa Men’s Shed Tuesday’s and Thursday’s, 7-9 pm Starts
29" & 31 July 2025: Woodwork Skills & Furniture Projects

Tutor/Facilitators: Gary Beecroft

Learn woodworking skills using hand tools, power tools, and commercial machines. You can learn wood-
work skills or choose your own furniture project at your level of ability and learn skills while building
furniture. You provide your own materials. No recycled timber allowed. Held at the Tawa Menz Shed
Davies St, Tawa, and administrated by Tawa College Community Education. Enrolment via Community

Education below.
Fees: NZ$180

Click here for more information on this course or to enrol

ABUSE OF THE BANDSAW

Due to the BandSaw being damage more frequently than anyone would like, and
one of the main reasons for that put forward by our more experienced users is the
“milling” of raw logs.

A couple of serious reasons for this is - a) instability of the log while being cut, unless
steps are taken to have the log fully stable - preferably by using a jig of some sort, it
creates all sorts of uneccessary stresses on m/c, particularly the blade, at the very
least it must be cut with chain saw first to get dead flat plane on at least one face,
and - b) if log still has the bark on in its natural state, who knows what lurks lodged
in that bark from swamp or natural surroundings it came from.

We were delighted the Hutt Mana Charitable Trust gave us a grant that has enabled us to
purchase the great Morticer Machine and Portable base for moving the machine.

i
HUTT MANA

Menzshed Tawa Incorporated

is the recipient of $2,743.00
from the Hutt Mana Charitable Trust

CONGRATULATIONS

30 April 2028



Firewood For Sale

Your winter firewood stock run down? The first Autumn chills
has reminded us that winter is

on its way. Tawa MenZshed have started to replenish stocks
again and as a fundraiser project, to

the sell boxes of firewood to assist with the shed development
and as a service to the

community

Can MenZshed members please help spread the word to : -
neighbours and circle of friends who may have wood burners. i, i

Banana boxes of firewood sell for $10.00 each and can be
delivered within Tawa. The firewood comprises cut up pallets, and offcuts from other MenZshed activi-
ties.

To place your orders please contact Richard Herbert on 232 6828, or email:herbert.r@xtra.co.nz
Payment either on delivery or to the MenZshed bank account 02 0552 0040123 00 Reference

“your surname” “firewood” “your address”

Tawa Menzshed Tops - with our Logo

Gary B & Peter M have taken the “bull by the horn”
and organised - with full blessing of committee- to
get some tops with our Logo on, various tops are
available and once selected can be ordered through
a committee member.

As you can see our gorgeous models show them off
nicely.

Price for these tops are $43.00, This price is cost -
no mark up, they are good quality, wash well and
my wife says dont need ironing - thats got to be a
plus.

Payment can be made in cash on delivery or into our shed acct 02 0552 0040123 00 with your details

In an effort to keep track of and be able to use
when needed Special tools and spares for high
value machines being placed in containers in

steel cupboard by machine room and info e
added to data sheet on each machine.

It has been proposed to have a social
event and Gary B has offered to check out
a venue or two to check costs for 30 to 40
people. TBA soon.

Also we are try to organise a visit to Hikitia
- awaiting news.

It appears there was a problem with the

Thank you to Jerry Ball
for sending me this,

light switch not functioning properly. We can all sympathise
Please be aware lights may not come on in with our frustrated boat
builder

mains workshop area




Our co-joined containers have gone from the
above to on the right, | think its still to be
decided if they get painted again in Tawa Rugby
colours or Arsenal, the leaks are being attended
to and there is stuff already in them

John Gibson wanted a reminder for the next AGM last Saturday in October? Or
maybe the week before??
New subscription rate for 202526 = $45.00

We have sold the lathe, congratulations to the new owner

We have again had problems with locks on the gates. We now have an-
other combo lock on 3rd gate (but could not open the other day - need
to know combo??)

Please be aware:
There has been a request by Guild to use the shed for wood turning
courses weekends September 6th and. 13th



Building Issues:
Fibre glass
repaired on
double container
roof awaiting rain
to check.

It rained, we
checked - we’ll
keep trying??

Our new Morticer - in the flesh waiting to be “commis-
sioned” by Graeme Cand Gary B. Please notice the base
with the wheels - enables us to shift m/c to selected
location to work. Ask Graeme C what a great idea it was
to have that nice addition




Projects: It will soon be time to start making a start on toys for
Salvation Army for Xmas and we will be looking for “volunteers” to
assist in this great community project

Our new Bradder:

here it is, already they are
gueuing up to use it, my
model for the pic looks de-
lighted to be using it - | learnt
a thing or two aswell

hhh



Driven to Extraction
Great progress on out dust extraction system

0274 428 246
04 232 3695

Our electrician turned up
today, great to see him back
on the job! As you can see he
got straight into it squeezing
into some of our tiny spaces.

Inside the container its
starting to take shape - next
time | see it, we will have it
all wired up.

In the meantime, Graeme
has some advice from Nick
- or maybe they are
deciding where “that bit
goes”, anyway its all really
starting to take shape and
we now seem to have a lot
more room in the machine
shop.



ProdUCts

i, New Zealand Bandsaw

“Your partner in sawing technology”

Breaking in Band Saw Blades

The importance of breaking in a new blade should not be underestimated. it can mean
the difference between success and failure of your bandsaw blade.

Proper break-in of your bandsaw blade will give you a more uniform blade life. It will make it
easier to judge the overall blade life and performance.

Always break-in a blade when first installed to remove the sharp edge. Breaking-in the
bandsaw blade will give you a much longer blade life and you will not have as many
problems with breaking/stripping teeth, or crooked cuts.

Think of a new band saw blade as if it were a knife with a new edge or a pencil with a new point.
Everyone knows that a knife will stay sharper longer if you take the time to hone the edge before
you use the knife. We also know one cannot push down hard on a pencil point without breaking
the tip when it is new. Band saw blades are no different.

The following are a few successful ways to properly break-in bandsaw blades.

Procedure 1

1. Set the speed of the bandsaw blade according to your cut charts or the blade manufac-
turer’s Recommended Speeds list.

2. Reduce the feed pressure and/or head drop rate by 25% of the regular production rate
for the first one hundred square inches.

Procedure 2

1. Set the speed of the bandsaw blade according to the size and type of material to be cut.
2. Reduce the feed force to the minimum feed possible to maintain a chip.

3. Gradually increase the feed pressure until the desired cutting rate is acquired.
Procedure 3

1. Reduce the blade speed and feed force by 25%.
2. Gradually increase both speed and feed until the desired cutting rate is achieved.

P +64 9 267 8570 F 09 267 8574 FREE 0800 252 377 (
nsooblades) sales@unitedproducts.co.nz
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